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vr PRESIDENT GEO. CANNON, 
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apostatizing, there remains behind it, 
overshadowing it and enveloping it, 
the still greater question as to the 
right of the Priesthood to counsel and 
to direct the people. It is this that 
is hated by the enemies of this Church 
who understand our organization, 
more than anything else. To use 
their own language, they do not care 
anything about polygamy, but they 
do want to destroy the rule of the 
Priesthood—the hierarchy, as they 
call it. 

I have read with varied emotions 
of anger and disgust the report of the 
Utah Commission and the recom- 
mendations which the Commissioners 
make, through the Secretary of the 
Interior, to the Chief Executive and 
to Congress. The Chairman of this 
Commission is a man with whom 1 
have been intimate for a number of 
we While I was serving in the 

ouse of Representatives he was a 
member of the Senate. Governor 
Ramsey is a man highly respected 
where he is known, and is an excel- 
lent specimen of a politician. He has 
served with credit in the House of 
Representatives and in the Senate, as 
Governor of Minnesota and as Secre- 
tary of War, and bears a high reputa- 
tion. If any man should understand 
the principles of liberty and the rights 
of American citizens, Governor Ram- 
say should be that man, for he has 
had life-long experience in all those 
questions. When, therefore, one reads 
such a report as that made by the 
Commission of which he is Chairman, 
with the recommendations accom- 

nying it, he gathers a most excel- 
ent idea of the true position of affairs, 
so far as civil and religious liberty is 
concerned, in this nation. Nothing 
that has been published of late years 
from an official source shows more 
completely to what a depth the public 
sentiment of America has fallen than 
this Report to the Secretary of the 
Interior. As long as it lives in me- 
| or in history it as . 

mning disgrace to its signers, an 
as a mark to show. — high the Hood. 
tide of prejudice, passion and tyranny 


can rise in a republic ostensibly: free. 
When a Commission of five men se- 


lected with care to perform the deli- 


cate duties entrusted to them under 


which we now suffer are 
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the Edmunds law, can unite in making 
such recommendations as they have 
made in this Report, it shows most 
conclusively that there is something 
terribly wrong in governmental affairs 
and in the management of public in- 
terests. A more tyrannical, proscript- 
ive and wicked set of recommenda- 
tions could not have been framed in 
the darkest ages. If these Commis- 
sioners’ suggestions were to be adopt- 
ed, the “Mormon” people would be 
reduced to a condition of bondage the 
parallel to which would have to be 
sought for in the history of bygone 
ages and among conquered, subjuga- 
ted and enslaved races. Nota vestige 
of the liberty that belongs to us by 
inheritance, and which our fathers 
for centuries have contended for and 
enjoyed, would be left to us. The 
yan who compose the Church of 
esus Christ of Latter-day Saints are 
in almost every instance, descended 
from the freedom-loving nations of 
the earth. In this respect they have 
no superiors anywhere. The native 
American portion of our people are 
descended from the best stucks in the 
land. Those from European countries 
are from nations that have maintained 
liberty for ages. We would be recre- 
ant to all the memories and traditions 
of our ancestors if we did not stand 
up for liberty. The question pre- 
sented to us, and upon which we are 
acting, is one of liberty or slavery. 
We are urged to surrender convic- 
tions that are dearer to us than life— 
convictions, too, which when practi- 
cally carried out in our lives do not 
infringe upon or interfere with the 
liberty of others. The reward we are 
to have for this surrender is freedom 
from punishment of different degrees 
with which we are threatened, and 
which, in many instances, is being 
meted out to us at the present time. 
But 2 we should surrender the 
principle which is most abused, and 
under cover of which the wrongs for 
rpetrated; 


would that give us and the nation at 


large true liberty? Certainly: not. 


That which we suffer for —— 
marriage is but one manifestation of 


the oppression which can be inflicted 
‘with impunity upon us. Look at our 
political condition! We ought to be 
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a State. We are fully entitled to a 
state government, and have been for 
many long years. If true liberty pre- 
vailed in the republic, this right would 
not be denied us, Several itories 
have. been admitted into the Union 
since Utah’s application for admission. 
Nevada, burdened —.— 
population y larger than the 
number of the school children in Utah, 
a mere political skeleton in fact, was 
readily admitted as a State, while 
Utah, free from debt, lightly taxed, 
rich in industry, pre-eminently capa- 
ble of self-government, with a —_— 
tion wedded to the soil, and who dwelt 
in permanent villages, towns and 
cities, was refused, and told she must 
still remain a Territory, and be gov- 
erned by officials in whose selection 
she had no voice! Was that fair? 
Was it republicanism? Was it liberty? 
The evils under which this nation 
are of such a character that 
they will bring ruin upon it sooner or 
later, unless they are eradicated. 
Upon us, few in number though we 
be, depends the important duty of 
maintaining at all hazards correct 
government and correct views con- 
cerning government. As we see by 
the Keport of this Commission, public 
men’s conceptions of liberty are mea- 
sured and dealt out according to po- 
pular clamor. Let any community 
offend public opinion at the present 
time, and if they are not strong enough 
to resist and make themselves respect- 
ed, either by sheer force of numbers 
or by political influence, they become 
victims to popular hate. Witness the 
cruelties inflicted upon the Chinese. 
Is such treatment right? Every right- 
feeling man who is divested of pre- 
judice condemns such treatment as 
unworthy of Americans, The negro 
is only respected because he is a poli- 
tical pet and has a vote. But if he 
had no vote and the tide of passion 
were to set inst him, as it does 
against the Chinese and the Indians, 
he would inevitably be treated as they 
are. But he is a political power, be- 
cause he has a vote, and is therefore 
courted and treated with the respect 
which the possession of power always 
commands. | 
The cause of many of the great evils 
ander which our government suffers 
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at the present time is that the mob 


rules. Men who are dependent upon 


votes for office bend to the wishes of 


the mob and comply with their most 
insolent demands, regardless of * 
ciples or of the question of right or 
wrong that may involved in the 
demand. It is this fatal elasticity 
and subserviency that makes these 
outrages 1 7 the Chinese people 
possible. also in our Own case. 
There are thousands of public men 
who feel that this crusade against us 
is all wrong; but they stand in dread 
of popular Members of 
Congress privately condemn the treat- 
ment extended to us; but they fear 
the loss of votes, and therefore dare 
not express their views. It is this 
condition of uffairs that makes the 
perpetration of outrage against us 
possible. We have no votes with 
which to affect political questions. 
We, therefore, can be trampled upon 
with impunity. Does any one im- 
agine that the Commissioners would 
dare make such recommendations as 
they have concerning the people of 
this Territory, if, we had votes which 
could affect party questions? Nothing 
is clearer to my mind than they take 
advan of our political helpless- 
ness, and it is this political helpless- 
ness that makes us a prey to the vile 
horde who seek our overthrow, and is 
one cause of the wide-spread preju- 
dice against us. | 
Now, there are thousands of men 
in these United States who are as 
much opposed to the evils under 
which the country suffers as are the 
Latter-day Saints—thousands of pa- 
triotic, liberty-loving men and wo- 
men; but they are scattered through- 
out the country, without organization 
and without the power to act in con- 
cert, Amid the noisy clamors which 
prevail their voices are uoheard in 
protest inst these evils. In this 
respect, though few in number, we 
have the advantage. We are orga- 
nized. Through the union which Gad 
has given unto us we can bear tiie 
shock of conflict. It is the design of 
Providence that we shall stand in the 
gap; that we shall struggle for and 
maintain that liberty which was 
bought by the shedding of precious 
blood in the founding of this govern- 
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ment, Those who understand. the 
nature of the conflict now in progress 
perceive that we are contending for 


more than the superficial observer 


imagines, We are contending for the 
fullest civil and religious liberty for 
all men of every creed and of every 
nationality—a liberty that will per- 
mit every man to serve his God ac- 
cording to the dictates of his own 
conscience, and to perform all other 
matters to suit himself, so long as in 
doing so he does not intrude upon the 
rights and liberties of his fellow-men. 
The occurrences of every day prove to 
us how necessary it is that some peo- 
ple should stand up for . and 
right, and endeavor to induce the na- 
tion to walk in the old paths, to put 
down mobocracy in every form, to be- 
friend the friendless, to protect the 
unprotected, to defend the weak and 
the powerless, and to maintain justice 
and fair dealing in the land, and not 
suffer any combination of men to at- 
tempt to crush out individual or weak- 
er people, because they are unpopular. 

n many parts of the States let pop- 
ular vengeance be aroused against a 
criminal or a supposed criminal and 
mobs organize themselves, mask them- 
selves, and in the dead of night, or at 
some other convenient season, attack 
the jail, overpower the officers of the 
law, and execute vengeance upon the 
accused. Doubtless, many innocent 
persons fall victims to the hellish rage 
of these blind, ignorant and cruel 


gatherings of men. While such fash- 


 gath 


ions prevail, kow easy it is for the 
real criminal, or for some one who has 
a hatred of the person accused, to 
arouse popular vengeance against the 
party who is accused of crime, and 
who is in custody, and thus remove 
him from their pathway, and in that 
way quiet suspicion concerning them- 
selves! No nation can stand which 
allows these dreadful evils to prevail 
in its midst. The Latter-day Saints 
have been predicting for 2 of 
half a century what the fate of this 
nation would be unless there should 
be repentance, and every day the sig- 
nificance of their predictions becomes 
more apparent. If liberty be pre- 
served we are the people to preserve 
it. If anarchy were to reign in these 
United States to-day, and our present 
form of government were to be broken 
up by civil strife, we, through the 
blessing of God, are the people, and, 
I may say, the only people on the 


continent capable of self-government, 
and of maintaining order and every 


attribute of good government. When 


those days shall come, as come they 


undoubtedly will, then the superi- 


ority of our system will be made plain, 


and thousands will be glad to seek 
refuge in Zion, and protection for life 
and property from that people whom 
many of them, to-day, in their igno- 
rance, would be willing to see des- 
troyed.—J/uventle Instructor. 


TO PRESIDENT CLEVELAND. 


On the 7th ult., Hon. John T. Caine, 
Delegate to Congress from Utah, 
addressed the following letter to 
President Cleveland, in relation to 


some of the grievances which the | tru 


Latter-day Saints in Utah are suffer- 
ing at the hands of unjust United 
States officials: 


House of Representatives, U. S., 
Washington, D. G, Dec. 7, 1885. 
Sir,—Since our conversation of this 

morning, additional sensational state- 
ments have been sent from Omaha 
and Washington, and published 
throughout the East, which are 80 


| false and such outrageous ee 


sentations of the facts in regar 


the actual situation in Utah, that I 


am constrained to lay before you the 


The Adjutant-General of the army 
apparently authorizes the statement 
that “the Secretary of the Interior 
and the Attorney-General have re- 
ceived reports from the Governor, 
United States Marshal, and other 
officials there, to the effect that the 
disposition of the Mormons is quite 
offensive; that demonstrations are 
being made of a threatening char- 
acter, and that the slightest accident 
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is liable to cause a riot, in which the 


residences and offices of the United 


States Judges, District Attorney and 
other officials may be mobbed, and 
8 personal violence attempted. 

he police of the city are all Mor- 
mons, and a great part of the military 
garrison has been sent to —— 
where the anti- Chinese riots occurred. 
It was thought best to take reasonable 
precautions, and so the troops at 
Omaha have been sent to Salt Lake, 
and will camp in the neighborhood of 
the city, so as to be available in case 
of an outbreak.” 

Vou, sir, and your constitutional 
advisers, have been deceived by de- 
signing men who seek to create in 
the Eust the impression that the Mor- 
— people are unruly and turbu- 


The ordering of additional troops 
to Utah is the result of a deliberate 
attempt on the part of the Republican 
United States officials to create the 
3 that there is danger of a 
* ormon” outbreak. The object of 


is is, 
First, to make it difficult for a De- 
mocratic administration to remove the 
Officials; and : 

S to influence Congress to 
enact legislation in the interest of the 
— of desperate adventurers who 
seek to control the government of the 
Territory in spite of the fact that they 
constitute an infinitesimal portion of 
the population, and have no interest 
in the material welfare of the great 
bulk of the people. 

The “Mormons” have been sub- 
jected to a systematic attempt to goad 
them to some hostile act. The Fede- 
ral judiciary has persis:ently ruled so 
as to shield disreputable non-“ Mor- 
mons” from punishment for “lewd 
and lascivious conduct,” while “ Mor- 
mons” have been prosecuted with the 
utmost rigor for “ unlawful cohabita- 
tion” under the so-called Edmunds 
act, which makes it a crime for men 
to cohabit with more than one wo- 
man. The Chief J 2228 Ter- 
ritory, and a majority of the court, 
have held that the Edmunds law ap- 
plies only to Mormons, and a man 
who was arrested on a charge of de- 
bauching his sister-io-law was dis- 
charged by Chief Justice Zane on the 
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ground that the Edmunds law was 
not intended to be a general correct- 
ive of morals. When a deputy mar- 
shal, a married man, was arrested by 
the police of Salt Lake City on the 
charge of “lewd and lascivious con- 
duct” with a woman not his wife, 
— Zane, on habeas pro- 
ceedings promptly dismissed the ac- 
cused official on the ground that adul- 
tery and fornication was not “lewd 
and lascivious conduct,” unless it was 
practiced in public. | 

On the other hand, when promi- 
nent Mormons” who had separated 
themselves from their plural wives 
immediately on the passage of the 
Edmunds law, and had honestly en- 
deavored to obey that law, were in- 
dicted for unlawful cohabitation, and 


asked the right to prove that the 


had not had sexual intercourse wit 

their plural wives, Chief Justice Zane 
ruled that such evidence was imma- 
terial and irrelevant; that unless they 
had publicly abandoned their plural 
wives, they were guilty of “ holding 
them out” as their wives, which con- 
stituted the offense of uvlawful co- 
habitation under the Edmunds law. 


It mattered not that in the entire 


history of civil and criminal judica- - 
ture no English or American Court 
had ever held that cohabitation meant 
other than sexual intercourse, the 
‘“* Mormons” had to go to jail because 
they did not publicly renounce their 
plural wives. 

In the execution of the Edmunds 


act, the utmost latitude has been 
given to the Marshal and his deputies. 


Domiciliary visits have been common, 
and spies and informers have been 
encouraged to ply their infamous 
trade. When a reputable “ Mormon” 
resented a gratuitous insult by a De- 
puty Marshal on the street, he was 
fined by Judge Zane $150, and sent 


to jail for five days, on the untruthful 


charge of attempting to intimidate an 
officer of his court. 

On the night of the 28th of Novem- 
ber, a young “ Mormon” named Mc- 
Murrin, meeting 034 chance a Deputy 
Marshal named Collin, in an alley, a 
collision occurred, wherein the Mor- 
mon“ was shot and received a proba- 
bly fatal wound. Immediately it was 
— over the land that Mo- 
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Murrin and two other Mormons” | the most intolerant and unjustifiable 
had waylaid Collin and attempted to | conduct of Federal officials, disturbed 
assassinate him, and that Collin shot | the peace or in any way resisted the 
one and drove his other assailants | execution of the laws. 
away. _ Tbe “Mormons” ask only an im- 
The only truth in this story is, that | partial administration of the laws and 
MeMurrin and Collin met by accident | just treatment by the Federal gov- 
in the dark, in a narrow alley, and | ernment. They have 8 to the 
the former was shot. Supreme Court of the United States, 
The stories about attempts to lynch | and are patiently awaiting a decision 
Collin and the gathering of Mor- — that high tribunal on the rulings 
mons” for that purpose, and the ne- of Judge Zane. They believe that 
cessity for placing Collin in the hands his extraordinary interpretation of 
of the military for protection, are al- the law will be rebuked. 
together false. The sensational re- The “ Mormons” do not object to 
ports telegraphed from Omaha about | the presence of the troops in their 
a mob going to Fort Douglas and de- midst. They do object, however, to 
manding Collin, are manufactured for | the sending of troops under false pre- 
a purpose. They are without any | tenses. They object to being misre- 
foundation in fact whatever—prepos- r and set before the world as 
terous. | efiant, turbulent, and given to mob 
There is no necessity whatever for | violence, when all their history proves 
the presence of additional troops in to the contrary. Those who have 
Salt Lake City, or in Utah. You, | demanded and secured reinforce- 
sir, as well as your advisers, have ments to be sent to Fort Douglas, 
been imposed upon by Governor | have not been animated by an honest 
Murray and Marshal Ireland. Their purpose, but with the object of an- 
representations are maliciously false. noying, and, if possible, of goading 
The Mormons” understand perfectly | the Mormons“ to violence. e 
at every effort has been and is being | “ Mormons” insist that the reasons 
made by characterless Federal officials | assigned for sending additional troops 
to provoke an outbreak. The Mor- to Salt Lake City are false—most 
mons” know they would be doing outrageously false, 
themselves irreparable injury by at- Very respectfully 
7 any violence or other un- JOHN J. CaINE. 
lawful act, and they have not, under | To the President, 


UTAH NEWS. 
(Summarised from Territorial Papers.) 

Deputy Marshal Collin, who shot McMurrin, has been admitted to bail in 
the sum of $1,500. 7 ‘ 19 

Sister Emeline B. Wells, editor of the Woman's Taponent, is visiting her 
birthplace in Massachusetts, where she has a large circle of relatives whom 
she has not seen for forty years, 

The trial of C. W. Hemenway, editor of the Ogden Herald, for libel, has 
resulted in a verdict of “ Guilty as charged,” and the 4th inst. was set as the 
date for sentence to be passed upon him. Two other indictments on a similar 
charge stand against him. | 1 3 

The Supreme Court of the United States Las sustained Judge Zane’s ru- 
lings on cohabitation in the case of Angus M. Cannon, and affirmed the judg- 
ment of the Supreme Court of Utah, whereby defendant was sentenced to 
pay a fine of $300, and to be imprisoned for six months, for alleged infraction 
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As a result of the recent decision of the United States Supreme Court in 
his case, President Angus M. Cannon has paid his fine, and is now at liberty, 
after serving two months and two days’ imprisonment over the time for 
which he was sentenced. This extra service was necessary while his appeal 
was pending in the said court. 

William O. Palmer, of Logan, a young ‘man n respected and 
esteemed, was accidentally killed on the Utah and Northern Railway, about 
160 miles north of Logan. The accident was caused by a broken rail which 
wrecked the train, instantly killing Palmer and seriously injuring seven other 
men. He leaves a wife and one child. 


Vandercook, the Deputy U.S. Marshal, whose lewd and lascivions con- 
duct was about to be exposed and punished by the local authorities of Salt 
Lake, has succeeded, by the judicial help of Judge Zane, in getting an appeal 
to the Supreme Court of the United States. This will have the effect of 
keeping back the threatened exposure for three years at least, while Vander- 
cook can go on in his work of persecuting the “ Mormons” for their alleged 

Judge Zane is still using his judicial authority to defeat the ends of justice 
in the cases of lewd and lascivious conduct which are being prosecuted under 
Territorial law., In the case of Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Samuel H. 
Lewis, who had been tried and convicted in the justice’s court for lewdness, 
and sentenced to imprisonment for three months and to pay a fine of $299, 
an appeal was taken to Judge Zane who ordered the case dismissed. It 
looks as if United States judges can see no crime in a Utah worth punishing 
but that of Biblical Patriarchal marriage. 


Senator Edmunds has introduced a new bill into Congress which goes 
patos further in unconstitutional legislation against the Latter-day Saints 
than the infamous law with which his name is associated. Among other 
provisions it makes husbands and wives competent witnesses against each 
other in any proceeding for bigamy, polygamy or unlawful cohabitation, and 
they may be compelled to testify, but not as to confidential communications 
between each other. The time for instituting a prosecution for bigamy, 
polygamy or unlawful cohabitation is extended to five years from the com- 
missjon of the offense, - Provision is also made for abolishing woman suffrage 
now existing in Utah. Laws enacted by the Utah legislature, recognizing 
the capacity of illegitimate children to!inherit any share of the father’s estate, 
are to be repealed. The ordinance incorporating the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints is be annulled, and the President of the United States 
authorized to appoint fourteen trustees of said corporation. The property of 
the Church is to be confiscated by the United States and disposed of for 
the benefit of common schools, excepting buildings used exclusively for 
public worship, All laws creating, organizing, amending, or continuing the 
Perpétual Emigration Fund Company are to be repealed. Adultery is to be 
punished by three years imprisonment and fornication by six months. This 
last provision may possibly imperil the whole bill unless it be stricken out, 
for it would bear too heavily upon the anti- Mormon” (population of Utab, 
unless indeed such judges as Jane administer the *. in which case no 
anti- Mormon” need fear conviction. 


4, 
x 
> 
£ 
* 
t 
f 


24 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 11, 1886, 


MISSIONARY LABORS. 

Ovr missionary labors in this country necessarily vary with the season. 
Out-door preaching forms an important part of them when the weather is fa- 
vorable, and a great amount of it was done last summer in many of the Con- 
ferences; in some places, however, circumstances were not favorable for it 
owing to the objections of the local authorities. It is proverbial with the 
Elders that few conversions result from this method of preaching, but it is 
gratifying to learn that more than usual success attended their labors in this 
direction last summer, and quite a number of conversions were thus made. 
As a means of proclaiming to large numbers of people the restoration of the 
Gospel, and warning them of the judgments that will attend its rejection, 
out-door or open-air preaching will always be in favor with the earnest and 
devoted servant of God who feels the burden of the word of the Lord resting 
upon him, for it gives him access to thousands whom he would otherwise 
never reach. It must necessarily have been largely practiced in ancient 
times by the servants of God. No doubt it was in this way that Jonah 
warned the inhabitants of Nineveh of the judgments of the Almighty that 
were hanging over their heads, and so effectual was his preaching that they 
immediately repented of their sins and escaped the threatened destruction. 
It seems more difficult to reach men’s hearts now, and the servant of God is 
thankful if his labors are rewarded by.the conversion of one of a city and 
two of a family; but then it must be acknowledged that Jonah’s experience 
during his whole mission was an exceptional one. 

With the approach of winter out-door preaching is discontinued, but there 
is a modification of it that we have seen practiced during the winter months 
in the Liverpool Conference with good results. Just previous to meeting 
time the Elders would hold a short open-air service in some public place near 
the meeting house, and after securing the attention of the people invite them 
to the meeting, where they could hear further in relation to our doctrines, 
We think the same method is adopted in a few other places, and it is worthy 
of imitation wherever practicable and consistent with local law. 
| Delivering tracts is one of the main occupations of the missionaries during 
winter, and many of them write that they are now busily engaged in this 
work. Leaving tracts at people’s houses and then calling and exchanging 
Others for them, is a practice that opens up many opportunities for conversa- 
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tion which can be improved in removing some of the unfounded prejudices 
existing against the Latter-day Saints, and in teaching the true nature of 
our doctrines. Many evenings can be utilized in holding meetings at the 
houses of Saints to which neighbors and friends can be invited. Letters of 
introduction to relatives and friends. of the Saints, given or sent to the El- 
ders, and judiciously used and followed up, are also of great service in mis- 
sionary labor. 

The organization of Relief and Mutual Improvement Associations and 
Sunday Schools should be effected in every Branch of the Church where it 
can possibly be done. Some of the missionaries have taken up quite a labor 
in the matter of Sunday Schools. It is difficult to see how they could better 
employ a portion of their time, and it is hoped that the attention of all the 
Elders will be directed to this important organization of the young. It is 
not necessary that Sunday Schools be restricted to large Branches, neither is 
it essential that they be held only in meeting houses or assembly halls, 
Kind hearted Saints may be induced to give the use of a spare room on Sab- 
bath mornings or afternoons for such a worthy purpose, and it is desirable 
that parents give all necessary assistance in their power to the organization 
and support of these schools, which will of course be under the control and 
counsel of Presidents of Branches and Conferences, We will be pleased to 
receive communications from some of the missionaries who have given time 
and labor and reflection to Sunday School interests among the Saints. Sug- 
gestions and ideas may be given by them that will materially help others 
who are willing to assist in such a pleasant labor of love and usefulness. We 
hear a great deal that is interesting of the labors of the missionaries among 
the — and mature, let us occasionally hear of what is being done among 
the yo 

What xt wich these on other labors, strengthening the weak and comforting 
the discouraged, taking the counsel of the Apostle Paul to Timothy, to 
“Preach the word; be instant, in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, ex- 
hort with all long cullaring and doctrine,”, our missionaries never find the 
time hang heavily on their hands. True, their labors are not always appre- 
ciated even by those they most benefit, but they are working for a reward 
more enduring and substantial than the applause and honors of men. They 
know they are in sie Master's service, and that they will in nowise lose their 
reward. G. O. 

RervuTatTions-—The Derbyshire Courier of the 26th ult., publishes a letter 
from an anonymous correspondent in Chesterfield, who claims that the recent 
anti-“ Mormon” riot in that town was a great mistake, as such persecution is 
one of the principal causes of the success of “Mormonism.” This very sensi- 


ble suggestion is followed by a most bitter attack upon the Latter-day Saints, 
in which the writer tells more than the usual number of falsehoods indulged — 
in by his class of newspaper correspondents when they choose Mormonism” | 
for a subject. A subsequent issue of the Courier contains a thorough and 
well written reply to the slanderous anonymous article, completely refuting 
ita wicked falsehoods, mainly, too, by the impartial testimony of such writers 

as Mr. Barclay, n Phil. Robinson, of the London Telegraph. The 
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replying letter was written by Elders Collett, Fry and Francis, who are 
laboring in that district of country, and although the force of their argument. 
is somewhat weakened by a few misprints, such as “apostle” for “apostate,” 
it will doubtless have a good effect upon all reasonable people who read it. 
We may also mention in this connection, that Elder J. S. H. Bodell, of 
the Brighton District of the London Conference, recently succeeded in get- 
ting the Argus, a leading newspaper of Brighton, to publish an answer to an 
article copied by that paper from the St. James Gazette, in which the usual 
abuse of the “ Mormons” is indulged in. The reply of Elder Bodell is also 
mainly made up of unimpeachable non-“ Mormon” testimony. He 
The publication of these letters is not only creditable to our brethren for 
their exertions in getting the truth presented to the people through the 
columns of influential newspapers, but is also a satisfactory proof of the im- 
partiality of at least a portion of the English press. | 


Appress.—The President of the Welsh Conference has changed his 
address. It is now: Ricy H. Jones, 98, Twyn-y-rodyn, Merthyr Tydfil, Gla- 
morganshire, South Wales. 


RELEASE AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder William F. Rigby is released from 
the Manchester Conference, and appointed to labor in the Sheffield Confer- 
ence. Elder Thos. G. Lowe is appointed to labor in the Glasgow Conference. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
—0 


_ ELDER JAMES REPORTS HIS LABORS. | able, with God's blessing, to remove 
O - Utah, Dec. 7, 1885. some of the prejudice existing in their 
President D. H. Wells. minds against the “ Mormons.” 
Dear Brother,—According to cus- I was set apart on April 9th, and 
tom and by request, I herewith send | left Salt Lake City the following day 
u a report of my labors in England in company with 65 other mission- 
or insertion in the Star, if deemed | aries, some four or five of whom were 
worthy a place in its columns. for the North-western States, and the 
I was called at the April Confer- | rest for the European Mission. Sail- 
ence, 1883. When I received the ing from New York on the 17th in 
letter announcing that my name had | the good ship Wisconsin, of the Guion 
been suggested for a mission to Great | Line, we landed in Liverpool on the 
itain, and requesting a reply sta- | 28th, and were assigned to our vari- 
ting my feelings upon the subject, I | ous fields of labor the same day. I 
no ee ~ogga A nor hesitation in | pfoceeded at once with my wife to 
answering it. y heart was filled my father’s house, President John 
with joy at the prospect of returning Henry Smith having given me the 
to my native land, and visiting my | privilege of spending all the time I 
father’s house as a servant of God wanted with my friends. Here we 
bearing the Gospel message, as II were very kindly treated, but given 
Mormonism” when | to understand that the less we said 
I left home three years before. My | about our religion the better. They | 
| charging the 
0 visiting 0 again, e subject, 
and tho neither of us had very Authorities with complicity in the 
much faith at that time that any of Mountain Meadow 8 The 
our relatives would be led to join discussion which followed, and the 
the Church, we hoped at least to be | treatment we received from our rela 
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tives and some of our former friends 


during the first ten months of our 
stay in England, have been reported 
in the Stak (No. 12, Vol. 46), in an 
article entitled “ Prejudice,” hence it 
is unnecessary to repeat it. I will 
merely add that during the whole of 
our stay in England I was never once 
invited E wife's family to visit 
them at their home, nor permitted to 
see any of them elsewhere (as I had 
the ce of doing several times 
with the single exception of her noble 
mother, who showed more charity 
than all the rest combined, God bless 
her for it. The only reason they had 
for thus “ boycotting” me was, that I 
had joined an unpopular urch, 
although at the same time giving me 
credit for being honest in my con- 
victions. 

After spending a month at home, 
and just as I was about to start out 


as a Traveling Elder in the Bristol 


Conference, I received a letter from 
President J. H. Smith calling me to 
labor in the business department of 
the Liverpool Office. I returned to 
Liverpool accordingly on the 28th of 
May, and entered upon my duties as 
successor to Elder R. R. Anderson, in 
which capacity I continued to labor 
until released by you to return home 
with the last company of this season. 

In a blessing pronounced upon my 
head soon after coming to Utah, by 
Patriarch John Smith, he said, among 
other things, that I should “ assist in 
gathering scattered Israel.” Those 
who were acquainted with the nature 
of my duties in the Office, must 
admit that this promise given by in- 
spiration of the Holy Spirit has been 
literally fulfilled, for during the two- 
and-a-half years I labored there, I 
have assisted in starting fourteen com- 
panies of Latter-day Saints, number- 
ing 5,099 souls, exclusive of returning 
Elders, on their way to Zion. 


Of my labors in England I have 


nothing to say, except that I have 
tried to do my best to serve the Mas- 
ter, but I realize that I have often- 
times failed, and come short of what 
I would have liked to do, and no 
doubt * Have done, with a little 
more or zeal. I have officiated 
but seldom in the ordinance of bap- 
ism, and in only one instance can I 
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claim the suhject as the direct result 
of my labors under the blessing of 
But — do not let 
with my happiness. e work as- 
one, and I often consoled myself with 
the thought that it was more in m 
line than preaching the Gospel. I- 
have made some friends whose love 
and esteem I most highly, also 
some enemies I believe, but without 
any intention on my part to do them 
harm or incur their displeasure. I 
can truly 0 that I have enjoyed my 
mission, and I could not set a money 
value upon the experience gained 
thereby. When called to perform a 
mission, I was delighted at the pros- 
t, and thankful to my heavenly 
ather that I was counted worthy of 
the honor thus conferred upon me. 
When 9 released from my 
labors in and, I was almost 
equally pl at the prospect of 
returning home to Zion, which had 
grown dearer to me d my absence. 
— Liverpool on October 24th, 
we arrived in 
llth, after an absence of two years 
and seven months, numbering one 
more in the family than when we left. 
In pasting with the Saints in Eng- 
land, I desire to thank them for their 
kindness to me, and the pleasant as- 
sociations enjoyed with many of 
them, and would exhort them to be 
true to their religion, for I know it 
will not only save but exalt them in 
the presence of God our eternal Fa- 
ther, if they will go on from faith to 
With kind regards to all st 43," T 
1 to all at 
remain your brother in the Gos — 
HERBERT L. JAMES. 
LETTER FROM BISHOP HENRY LUNT. 
Cedar City, Iron County, Utah, 


Nov. 27, 1885. 
President D. H. Wells. 
Dear Brother,—A few days ago, I 
had the pleasure of frecting my friend 
and fellow laborer, Elder C. J. Arthur, 
who has just returned from a success- 
ful mission in England of two years 
duration. 
Birmingham being the place of my 
birth into the Church of Jesus Christ 


of Latter-day Saints, and having sub- 


sequently served as a missionary in 


t Lake City on Nov. 


| 
2 
* 
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that and adjacent Conferences, in 
which labors many bappy associations 


were formed, I was led, during the 


interview with Brother Arthur, to 
enquire in detail into the affairs of 
the mission, and especially after the 
condition of many of my friends, some 
‘of whom are now laboring as mission- 
aries under your administration. I 
find that quite a change has come 
over affairs since my departure from 
my native land, and where baptisms 
were of frequent occurrence in those 
days, I now understand that our bre- 
thren who are laboring as missionaries, 
may justly be termed gleaners, going 
forth, as it were, at the eleventh hour 
and gathering —.— when the “ vint- 
age is Oer.“ However, it appears to 
me, the satisfaction our Elders obtain 
now-a-days is not in the number of 
converts, so much, as it lies in the 
satisfaction of having proclaimed the 
word, thereby leaving the age 
without a just excuse. While the 
spirit of indifference is manifest by a 
large majority of the people of the 
world, we find that Satan is stirring 
up the hearts of some of the people, 
who have been permitted to gather to 
the bosom of the Church and take 
part in reclaiming the desert and 
making the waste places smooth. A 
few of them seem tired of their lot 
among us, and are willing to be con- 
verted into tools in the hands of our 
enemies, and are selling their “ birth- 
right for a mess of pottage.” However, 
I am pleased to say that these cases 
are of rare occurrence, and while we 
sadly deplore their course, we fee 
that such actions have a tendency to 
brighten up those who are striving to 
be faithful, and give them an experi- 
ence that is without price. I can see, 
through the mercy of God, a bright 
day for the faithful, and although a 
dark cloud seems hovering over us, 
yet I see a silvery lining and every- 
thing to encourage us to press forward 
and put our trust in Him who has 
said He will protect His ple. I 
have been associated with the Latter- 
day Saints for over thirty-six years, 
and I will take this opportunity of 
again bearing my testimony to the 
divine mission of Joseph Smith, the 
truthfulness and purity of the princi- 
ples advocated by the servants of God, 
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who are delegated with authority to 
operate and officiate in the ordin- 
ances of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
as taught anciently by those worthy 
disciples of Jesus, who have been held 
in remembrance by many of our Chris- 
tian friends, who have erected many 
noble edifices and allowed their holy 
structures to be called after them; 
for instance, such as St. Paul's, St. 
Peter’s, etc., but forgetting to pattern 
after those worthies in an imitation 
of their works. One thing is appar- 
ant, the present crusade, which is 
waged against us, is not the result of 
our domestic affairs. It is true that 
polygamy is made the hobby-horss, 
but the fact is, the unity of our people 
is what is disturbing the religious 
world, and, as was said in former 
days, is reiterated to-day: “If we let 
these people alone, they will take 
away our place and nation.” Our 
motto continually is Peace on earth 
and good will to all,” and an im- 
provement of the social condition, 
while the reverse is the case with our 
would-be reformers. However, as we 
find in history that “the blood of the 
martyrs is the seed of the church,” so 
we can reasonably expect that the 
more persecution is heaped upon us, 
the greater strides the kingdom will 
make, and every conviction that is 
had of honorable men, who have 
dared, in the face of opposition, to 
honorably support their wives and 
children, the greater prominence we 
will enjoy as a — 

The season that has just closed has 


1 been exceedingly fruitful; I do not 


know of a more fruitful season since 
my connection with Iron County, the 
opleof this region being exceedingly 
lessed. Truly the words of the 
ancient Prophet are being fulfilled 
when the early and late rains would 
descend to moisten the hitherto parched - 
land. We have enjoyed -beautiful 
rains during the spring and summer 
months, and seasonable showers dur- 
ing the fall, which has been one of. 
the most favorable for out-door work 
that could be desired. eh 
Times are unusually dull here and 
money exceedingly scarce; the avenue 
for cash having measurably closed; I 
refer to the mining camps located 


close by. It appears, in the provi- 
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denoes of God, the earth fails to yield 


the precious: metals to that extent 


that it bas hitherto done, in which 
event the various quartz and refining 
mills are not run to their fullest 
capacity, and things at Silver Reef 
and Frisco, which are the principal 
mining camps in the southern part of 
the Territory, are almost at a stand- 
still, which creates somewhat of a 
money panic amongst us. 8 
Grain of all kinds is unusually 


2 one dollar ten cents per 


100 lbs; barley, one dollar fifteen 
cents; oats, one dollar twenty-five 
cents; flour, from two dollars to two 
dollars fifty cents; potatoes, from 
thirty-five to forty cents per bushel; 
beef, from four to ten cents per pound; 
rk, from six to twelve cents; labor, 
— one dollar to one dollar fifty 
cents per day; mechanic, from two 
dollars fifty cents to three dollars; 80 
while you observe that cash is scarce, 
the where-with-al to live and be com- 
fortable is within the reach of all. 
Thus truly we are a blessed people 
and have cause to rejoice, for we have 
been favored with a knowledge of the 
Gospel which has brought about these 
comfortable surroundings, temporally, 
not r the bright hopes we 
entertain of the happy and glorious 
future. 
Please remember me kindly to the 
brethren in the Office and your co- 
laborers in the field. With best 
wishes from your fellow laborer, 
Henry Lunt. 
ELDER J. M. TANNER JOINS ELDER 
SPORL 


Constantinople, Dec. 9, 1885. 


President D. H. Wells. 
Dear Brother,—I arrived in Con- 
stantinople last Sunday — and 
not having the proper address, I was 
unable to find Brother Spori until 


Monday evening; and we were indeed as 


glad to meet each other. 

In consequence of the war in Bul- 
garia, I was obliged to change my 
course at Vienna and was detained 
some time on the way between 
Bucharest and Warna by the Bul- 
garians, who tazed me on my valise 
and pass. The all absorbing subject 
was war and its consequences, still I 
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among the 


29 
mony and set forth the principles of 
ree 


My traveling companion, from 
Orsovato Bucharest, was especially 
interested, and asserted that nothi 

ever so appealed to his spiritu 

nature and reason as my testimony 
and. explanation of our doctrines. 
‘He desired to room with me, and we 
— a day and night talking about 
the Gospel. He was a commercial 


man, and neglected his business or 
stayed, at least, a day longer in 


Bucharest that he might hear more. 
He was a very intelligent — and 
of a religious turn of mind. “I feel 
that your principles are correct,” he 
said, but to live up to them is the 
great obstacle.” With a mutual 
promise to correspond further on the 
subject, we parted under very pleas- 
ing circumstances. 

On my way from Rustschuk to 
Varna, on the train that bore a num- 
ber of wounded soldiers home, I had 
the — of observing the 

irit of the people in the time of war. 

he stations were crowded with spec- 
tators anxious to get a look at the 
wounded. Prince Alexander has 
shown himself a general of no small 
strategetic ability, and is the hero of 
his people. Austria was preparing to 
resist the Bulgarians, in case they 
advanced beyond Pirat, in Servia. 
Will the Russians come to the assist- 
ance of the Bulgarians, is the all 


‘absorbing question, and all are gener- 


ally of the opinion that the present 
complications will give rise to war, 
which will involve the interests of the 
great powers and draw them into the 
whirlpool of war and destruction. 

‘I find here that Brother Spori has 
been very energetic in his labors, both 
in acquiring the Turkish language 
and promulgating the principles of 
the Gospel. The prospects, so far 
I can judge, are very govd. He 
has settled in the German part of the 
city and has made many warm friends 
among the Germans, who are investi- 
gating earnestly tlie principles of the 
Jospel. The German language can 
be used here to good advantage; and 
I shall commence at once on the 

I traveled on the 
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ians, The stench from these people, 


can betogether. I find rent here quite 
N high, but the food is not so expen- 
was almost unbearable at times: at: least, we can manage more 
far below 4th class in Prussia. The | cheaply in thatrespeci = 

only trains that made connections were Kind regards to the brethren in the 


express, which take but lst and 2nd | Offi 


class, and they were too dear. 
We shall get a room here large 
enough for both of us, and then we 


ce. 
Your brother in the 
J. M. TANNER. | 


THE INFLUENCE OF THE BIBLE. 


Few people have any idea to what 
extent we are indebted to the Bible 
for much of our lan Words 
are the symbols of ideas, intended to 

convey thoughts to the minds of 
others, though I have heard it said 
that instead of giving expression to 
words are most 
employed for the purpose of concval- 
ing one's feelin The English 
language is that of a Christian people, 
whose thoughts and fears and hopes 
are Christian and these have become 
the very life blood of the language. 
Take from among Christian nations 
the thoughts, the feelings and the 
aspirations that the Bible has inspired, 
and their languages would become 
meaningless verblage—a body from 
which the spirit has departed, a rose 
whence has flown the blush that made 
it beautiful, a violet whose perfume 
is shed, the withered petals only left 
to remind one of that which had once 
been so sweet and so lovely. 

The current of our lives has been 
shaped by the ever inflowing tide of 
Bible principles, and we are borne 
unconsciously upon its bosom, strivin 
vainly, at times, to stay its onwar 


course, yet —— the while with 
an intuitive knowledge that it willstill 
buoy us on and, if we are but willing, 
place us, in the end, on the safe-shore 
of that land where all are those 
of pleasantness and all ways those of 
peace. Its power is no less potent on 
those who yield, than over those who 
resist its beneficent influence, and 
— were they sufficiently strong, 
would so change its current, as not 
only to ensure their own destruction, 
but that also of those who are capable 
of beholding its power for good, The 
Christianity of the Bible is the life 


blood; nay, the very source of our 


language—the fountain whence flows 
our feelings. Words are the mere 
machines by which these feelings are 
conveyed to others. To destroy the 
fountain, therefore, would be to ren- 
der valueless all the complicated and 
multifarious machinery of language 
by which the living waters have been 
distributed among mankind. In vain 
do skeptics and atheists attempt to 
overcome this fact, which offers such 
stubborn resistance that it has never 
been shaken, nor ever will be, until, 
from another source, mankind gradu- 
md imbibes new hopes and fears. 

at promises are held out by all 
civilized men to their struggling fel- 
lows as a sure reward for well-doing? 
Only, such as the Bible gives. 
Whence comes that unfailing assur- 
ance that every man will reap the 
results of his evil deeds? From the 
Bible. If we bless, it is with such a 
blessing as the God of the Bible has 
promised; and to curse, is to steal the 
vengeance of ea God, which 
the Bible records. hether, there- 
fore, we bless or whether we curse, 
civilized ple all appeal to the 
Bible. he weapons which the 
atheist and the skeptic command, 
when assaulting Christianity, are such 
as have been stolen from the Bible 
armory. The Promethean fire they 
would have us believe has been im- 
parted to them by that will-o’-the- 
wisp godless “liberty” or free 
thought, is in truth, the sacred flame 
of the Bible, which has withstood the 
assaults of ages and grown only 
brighter by the contest. Is it to lose 
its lustre now because of the puny 


strivings of those who: would scatter 
its glowing embers to the four winds 
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hatred and in- 
ratitude?. Try the atheist. Ask 
im for a hope, and if he respond, he 
will give you such only as the Bible 
has held out N for ages. 
Offend him, and he wi 
with Bible jud 
upon the great Being, whose very ex- 
istence he denies, to afflict you with 
a curse which the Bible has taught 
him. So it has been for ages; and 
there is ns little reason for wishing as 
ee of seeing the influence of the 
Bible, and its effect in moulding our 
thoughts and thus creating our lan- 
guage, lessened during the centuries 
that are to come. 

Prayer is the easiest form of speech. 

That infant lips can try; 3 

Prayer, the sublimest strains that reach 

We imbibe Christianity from the 
moment we are conceived. The 
nourishment given by a mother to the 
nestling babe carries in its flow the 
imperceptible germs of that unseen 
power. Our surroundings as we live 
through infancy, as we leave child- 
hood, as we pass from youth, as depart 
from maturity and as we sink into the 
grave are all Christian. Strive as we 
may, that unseen and subtle power 
pervades our lives, nourishes us, de- 
velops us, and is, as it were, in the 
very air we breathe, in every muscle 


of envy, ignoran 


and fibre of our beings. To attempt 


to escape its influence were as vain as 
for man to hope to exist without food, 
without air,—to live on after the last 
drop of blood had ebbed from the 
stilled heart. It cannot be. The 
very denial of its existence seenis to 
carry with it an acknowledgement of 
its mysterious, yet irresistible power. 
The greater the exertion displayed by 
the skeptic in his endeavor to live 
without it, the more palpable becomes 
the evidence that he cannot shake off 
its — but like a plant partially 
torn from the nourishing soil by an 
unhappy chance wind, he lives on 
development—to his glorying in what 
he foolishly believes is complete inde- 
pendence of the 
tial to his very 


nce, 


Atheism is suicide. It is the sui - 


ceide of all that in the man which is 
worth the 

spiritual nature. Such flashes 

as may be seen, are but the re-kind- 


damn you | 
ent, or he will call 


conditions 80 essen- 


keeping —his higher, his 
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ö ling, (too often only momentary) of 
ee 


embers of Christianity still slum- 
bering amid the d ing ashes of 
that lies 


his hatred to the 

Tes; there are ashes among the 
flames of Christianity. Many of them. 
The hearth is not always clean, but he 
were foolish, indeed who would cast 
aside the diamond because of its lack 
of lustre, The gem of Christianity 
bas not yet reached that alluring 


brightness which is to attract all be- 
cause of its brilliance Obristianity 
Bible teaching, needs the individual 
polishing that its inherent beauty may 
truly shine. That once given it be- 
comes a light pure and dazzling 1 
all elae—the;sun of the soul. Truly 
the light is sweet and a pleasant thing 
it is for the eye to behold the sun, 
but how much more to feel that spirit. 
ual illumination which floods the 
whole being with ineffable glory! | 

Yet, to destroy this is, summing the 
question up, the work of the athe- 
ist. And with its destruction, could 
it be accomplished, would come the 
loss of hope and a feeling presence of 
fear that could know no relief. The 
aspiration which now moves us to 
exertion, because of the assurance of 
reward,would be unknown; we would 
become poorer than the brutes; for 
the fountain of our thoughts drying 
up, the vessels with which we now 
quench the thirst of each other— 
words or language—wuuld be as a 
stench in our nostrils, a mockery in 
our sight ; and a fate infinitely worse 
than barbarism would necessarily 
result. So closely, so wholly has the 
Bible become the life of our — 
by being the nourishment on which 
our — Ä thrive, that could it be 
destroyed in a day, together with its 
effects, I do not believe there would 
be left a solitary result of our 1800 
years Christian civilization. 

The — is the mother — 2 — 
guage, and passing unnoticed the 
ages its teachings are based our laws, 
while our hopes for 2 N rest 
upon its promises, it should be rever- 
enced, if not for its age, at least for 
that it — to 
supe nguage and sha 26 cur- 
rent upon which the * * civiliza- 
tion glides. R. W. SLoax. 
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